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CANESTRARI DELIVERS FUNDS FOR MUSEUM IMPROVEMENTS 
Waterford, New York—Assemblyman Ron Canestrari (D-Cohoes) announced $75,000 in 

state funding for the Waterford Historical Museum & Cultural Center.  The funds will be put 
towards construction of a new collections facility on the grounds at 2 Museum Lane in 
Waterford. 

 
“Waterford is America’s oldest incorporated village and the preservation of the rich 

history and culture is essential to the quality of life for generations to come,” said Assemblyman 
Canestrari.  “It is an exciting time in the history of the museum and with the help of these state 
funds the ambitious plans for the future can begin.” 

 
 The construction of a new collection facility will be designed to resemble an old 
firehouse with the main occupant of the building being a newly acquired 1857 Button and Blake 
hand operated fire engine or “hand pumper.”  This engine was made in Waterford at the Button 
and Blake Fire Engine Company and will be used in community events and be the focal point of 
the annual Waterford Heritage Day.  
 
 “The Button Fire Engine Company was known during the 19th century as the producers 
of one of the best engines in the nation and since Waterford was the home of the Button 
Company it is thrilling for us to have brought one of Mr.Button's engines back to Waterford,” 
said Museum Director, Brad Utter. 
  
 According the Utter, the new collections storage and exhibition building will expand 
storage space and increase the Museum’s ability to so handle larger artifacts and display them in 
a safe environment.   
 
 “Assemblyman Canestrari has always been a great friend to the Museum and thanks to 
his assistance our vision for the future of this facility is closer to becoming a reality,” he added. 
 
 Since Canestrari began representing the Village of Waterford in 2003, he has been 
instrumental in several economic development initiatives for the Village including improvements 
along the Broad Street Corridor, at Peebles Island State Park and the New York State Canal 
System.  He was the prime sponsor of legislation that made the Mohawk Towpath a part of the 
New York State Scenic Byway Program. 
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